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Abstract: The debate between nationalism and globalism has become a central theme in 
contemporary political discourse, shaping both domestic policies and international relations. This 
article provides an in-depth analysis of the ideological clash between nationalism and globalism, 
exploring their origins, characteristics, and political implications. 
The historical roots of nationalism and globalism are examined to provide context for their 
contemporary manifestations. Nationalism, with its emphasis on national identity, sovereignty, 
and independence, has been on the rise in many parts of the world. This resurgence is evident in 
the form of nationalist movements and leaders advocating for protectionist policies and tighter 
borders. Conversely, globalism, characterized by an emphasis on interconnectedness, 
cooperation, and shared governance, has been championed by international organizations and 
supranational bodies seeking to address global challenges through collective action. 
The article delves into the key arguments and perspectives of both nationalist and globalist 
ideologies, highlighting their divergent views on issues such as immigration, trade, and 
international cooperation. It examines the political, economic, and social implications of the 
nationalism vs. globalism debate, including its impact on domestic politics, international 
relations, and global governance structures. 
Through case studies and examples from around the world, the article illustrates the real-world 
consequences of the clash between nationalist and globalist agendas. It explores how nationalist 
movements have challenged the existing international order, while globalist initiatives have 
sought to promote multilateralism and global cooperation in response to pressing global 
challenges such as climate change, pandemics, and economic inequality. 
Despite the polarization inherent in the nationalism vs. globalism debate, the article also 
identifies opportunities for finding common ground and promoting cooperation between the two 
ideological camps. It argues that while nationalism and globalism may appear to be diametrically 
opposed, there are areas of overlap where compromise and collaboration are possible. 
In conclusion, the article emphasizes the significance of the nationalism vs. globalism debate in 
shaping the future of global politics. It underscores the importance of understanding the 
complexities of this debate and its implications for international relations and global governance 
in an increasingly interconnected world. 
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Introduction 
Nationalism and globalism represent two competing ideologies that have become central to 
contemporary political discourse. Understanding these ideologies and their implications is 
crucial for comprehending the current global political landscape. 
Nationalism is a political ideology characterized by an emphasis on the interests, culture, and 
sovereignty of a particular nation-state. It often involves a strong sense of national identity and a 
desire for autonomy and self-determination. Nationalist movements typically prioritize the well-
being of the nation-state over international cooperation and integration. This can manifest in 
policies such as protectionism, immigration restrictions, and the promotion of national culture 
and values. 
Globalism, on the other hand, is an ideology that emphasizes interconnectedness, cooperation, 
and integration on a global scale. Globalists advocate for the idea that international problems 
require international solutions, and they often support the establishment of supranational 
organizations and the expansion of global governance structures. Globalism promotes the idea of 
a borderless world where goods, capital, and people can move freely across national boundaries. 
The roots of nationalism and globalism can be traced back to the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries, although their modern forms have evolved in response to changing global dynamics. 
Nationalism emerged as a powerful force during the era of decolonization and the formation of 
nation-states in Europe and beyond. Movements for independence and self-determination fueled 
nationalist sentiments and led to the establishment of new nation-states based on shared 
language, culture, and history. 
Globalism, in its contemporary form, gained momentum in the aftermath of World War II. The 
devastation caused by the war prompted world leaders to seek ways to prevent future conflicts 
and promote international cooperation. This led to the creation of institutions such as the United 
Nations, the International Monetary Fund, and the World Bank, which aimed to foster peace, 
stability, and economic development on a global scale. 
In recent years, the debate between nationalism and globalism has intensified, shaping both 
domestic politics and international relations. The rise of nationalist movements and populist 
leaders in many parts of the world has challenged the principles of globalism and 
multilateralism. These movements often advocate for policies that prioritize national interests 
over international cooperation, such as trade protectionism, immigration restrictions, and the 
rejection of international agreements and institutions. 
The significance of the nationalism vs. globalism debate is evident in a wide range of issues, 
including trade, immigration, climate change, and global security. The clash between nationalist 
and globalist ideologies has led to tensions within and between countries, as different political 
actors seek to advance their respective agendas. Understanding the implications of this debate is 
essential for policymakers, scholars, and citizens alike as they navigate an increasingly complex 
and interconnected world. 
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Literature Review 
The debate between nationalism and globalism has been a subject of extensive scholarly 
research, with scholars from various disciplines exploring the origins, characteristics, and 
implications of these ideologies. This literature review provides an overview of key theoretical 
frameworks, empirical studies, and debates surrounding nationalism, globalism, and their 
intersection in contemporary political discourse. 

1. Theoretical Frameworks: Scholars have developed several theoretical frameworks to 
analyze nationalism and globalism. Ernest Gellner's theory of nationalism, outlined in his 
seminal work "Nations and Nationalism" (1983), posits that nationalism emerges as a 
response to modernization and industrialization, leading to the formation of nation-states 
based on shared language, culture, and history. Benedict Anderson's concept of 
"imagined communities" further explores the role of nationalism in creating a sense of 
belonging among diverse populations. 

Globalism, or globalization, has been conceptualized in various ways by scholars. 
Manfred B. Steger, in "Globalism: The New Market Ideology" (2002), defines globalism 
as a "set of ideologies that advocate the establishment, expansion, and predominance of 
global markets" (p. 5). Other scholars, such as Joseph Stiglitz and Thomas Friedman, 
emphasize the interconnectedness and interdependence of global processes, including 
economic, political, and cultural exchanges. 

2. Empirical Studies: Empirical studies have examined the impact of nationalism and 
globalism on a wide range of issues, including politics, economics, culture, and identity. 
One area of research focuses on the rise of nationalist movements and populist leaders in 
different parts of the world. Cas Mudde and Cristóbal Rovira Kaltwasser, in "Populism: 
A Very Short Introduction" (2017), analyze the characteristics of contemporary 
populism, including its anti-elitist rhetoric, appeal to "the people," and rejection of 
pluralism. 

Globalism, meanwhile, has been studied in the context of global governance, 
international institutions, and transnational advocacy networks. Margaret E. Keck and 
Kathryn Sikkink, in "Activists beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks in International 
Politics" (1998), examine the role of transnational advocacy networks in promoting 
human rights, environmental protection, and other global issues. Similarly, scholars such 
as Anne-Marie Slaughter and Joseph Nye have explored the potential of international 
institutions and global governance structures to address transnational challenges. 

3. Debates and Controversies: The literature on nationalism and globalism is not without 
its controversies and debates. One ongoing debate centers on the relationship between 
nationalism and globalization. Some scholars argue that globalization has fueled 
nationalist reactions against perceived threats to national identity and sovereignty. Others 
suggest that nationalism and globalization are not necessarily mutually exclusive, and 
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that nations can pursue global engagement while still maintaining a sense of national 
identity and autonomy. 

Another debate revolves around the implications of the rise of nationalism and populism 
for global governance and international cooperation. While some scholars see nationalist 
movements as a threat to the liberal international order and the principles of 
multilateralism and globalism, others argue that these movements reflect legitimate 
grievances and can serve as a check on the power of global elites. 

Nationalism: Origins, Characteristics, and Political Implications 
1. Historical roots of nationalism: Nationalism, as a political ideology, has its roots in the 18th 
and 19th centuries and emerged as a response to the political, social, and economic changes 
brought about by the Enlightenment, the French Revolution, and the Industrial Revolution. 
Benedict Anderson, in his seminal work "Imagined Communities," argues that nationalism arose 
alongside the decline of traditional forms of authority, such as religion and monarchy, and the 
rise of modern nation-states. According to Anderson, nationalism is based on the idea of the 
nation as an "imagined community" bound together by shared language, culture, history, and 
territory. 
2. Characteristics of nationalist ideologies: Nationalist ideologies are characterized by a strong 
emphasis on national identity, sovereignty, and independence. Ernest Gellner, in his work 
"Nations and Nationalism," describes nationalism as the belief that the nation and the state 
should be congruent, meaning that each nation should have its own sovereign state. Nationalist 
ideologies often promote the idea of cultural homogeneity and may exclude or marginalize 
minority groups within a nation. Moreover, nationalism is often associated with a sense of 
national superiority and can manifest in xenophobia, ethnocentrism, and even racism. 
3. Examples of nationalist movements and leaders: Throughout history, nationalist movements 
have emerged in various parts of the world, often in response to perceived threats to national 
identity or sovereignty. One of the earliest examples of nationalism is the unification of Germany 
and Italy in the 19th century, led by figures such as Otto von Bismarck and Giuseppe Garibaldi. 
In the 20th century, nationalist movements played a significant role in the decolonization 
process, leading to the emergence of independent nation-states in Africa, Asia, and the Middle 
East. More recently, nationalist movements have gained prominence in Europe and North 
America, with leaders such as Donald Trump in the United States, Viktor Orbán in Hungary, and 
Marine Le Pen in France, advocating for protectionist policies and tighter borders. 
4. Political implications of nationalism in domestic and international contexts: The rise of 
nationalism has significant political implications both domestically and internationally. 
Domestically, nationalist movements often seek to strengthen the power and authority of the 
nation-state, sometimes at the expense of individual rights and freedoms. Nationalist 
governments may implement policies aimed at promoting national unity and cultural 
homogeneity, which can lead to the marginalization or persecution of minority groups. 
In international relations, nationalism can lead to conflicts between nation-states as they compete 
for power, resources, and influence. Nationalist rhetoric often emphasizes the primacy of 



NATIONALISM VS. GLOBALISM: A CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL DEBATE 

1556 
 

national interests over international cooperation, making it difficult to address global challenges 
such as climate change, terrorism, and economic inequality. Moreover, nationalist movements 
may reject supranational institutions and agreements, undermining efforts to promote peace and 
security at the global level. 
Globalism: Origins, Characteristics, and Political Implications: Globalism, as an ideological 
and political concept, has deep historical roots, reflecting humanity's evolving relationship with 
globalization and international cooperation. This section examines the historical context of 
globalism, its defining characteristics, and its political implications in both domestic and 
international contexts. 

1. Historical Context of Globalism: Globalism has its roots in the emergence of the 
modern nation-state system and the growing interconnectedness of the global economy. 
The concept gained prominence in the aftermath of World War II with the establishment 
of international institutions such as the United Nations, the International Monetary Fund, 
and the World Bank. These institutions were founded on the principle of promoting 
international cooperation and collective security to prevent future global conflicts. The 
idea of globalism was further reinforced during the Cold War period, as the United States 
and its allies sought to promote democracy and free-market capitalism as alternatives to 
Soviet-style communism. 

The end of the Cold War and the process of globalization in the late 20th and early 21st 
centuries further propelled the spread of globalist ideologies. Advances in technology, 
transportation, and communication made the world more interconnected than ever before, 
leading to increased economic interdependence and cultural exchange on a global scale. 
Proponents of globalism argue that these developments require a new approach to 
governance that transcends national borders and emphasizes cooperation and collective 
action to address global challenges such as climate change, terrorism, and pandemics. 

2. Characteristics of Globalist Ideologies: Globalist ideologies are characterized by an 
emphasis on interconnectedness, cooperation, and shared governance at the international 
level. At the heart of globalist thinking is the belief that global challenges require global 
solutions and that no single nation can address these challenges alone. Globalists 
advocate for the strengthening of international institutions and the development of 
multilateral agreements to promote peace, security, and sustainable development 
worldwide. 

One of the key principles of globalism is the idea of cosmopolitanism, which emphasizes 
the importance of recognizing the common humanity of all people and the need to 
prioritize the well-being of the global community over narrow national interests. 
Globalists argue that in an increasingly interconnected world, the interests of nations are 
intertwined, and therefore, cooperation and collaboration are essential for mutual 
prosperity and security. 



NATIONALISM VS. GLOBALISM: A CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL DEBATE 

1557 
 

3. Examples of Globalist Movements and Organizations: There are numerous examples 
of globalist movements and organizations that advocate for greater international 
cooperation and collective action. The European Union (EU) is perhaps the most 
prominent example of a globalist project, founded on the principles of economic 
integration, democratic governance, and the promotion of peace and stability in Europe. 
The EU's success in promoting economic prosperity and political stability among its 
member states has served as a model for other regions seeking to deepen regional 
integration and cooperation. 

In addition to regional organizations like the EU, there are also numerous international 
organizations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) that promote globalist 
principles and advocate for solutions to global challenges. Organizations such as the 
United Nations, the World Health Organization, and Amnesty International work to 
promote peace, human rights, and social justice on a global scale. These organizations 
play a vital role in shaping global norms and standards and facilitating cooperation 
among nations to address pressing global issues. 

4. Political Implications of Globalism in Domestic and International Contexts: 
Globalism has significant political implications both domestically and internationally. 
Domestically, globalist ideologies are often associated with progressive and liberal 
political movements that advocate for open societies, multiculturalism, and international 
cooperation. Globalist policies may include support for free trade agreements, 
immigration reform, and foreign aid programs aimed at promoting development and 
stability in other countries. 

Internationally, globalism is often seen as a counterbalance to nationalist and isolationist 
tendencies that seek to prioritize national interests over global cooperation. Globalist 
policies may include support for multilateral agreements and institutions aimed at 
addressing global challenges such as climate change, nuclear proliferation, and infectious 
diseases. However, globalist initiatives may also face resistance from nationalist 
movements and governments that are sceptical of international cooperation and seek to 
protect their sovereignty and autonomy. 

The Contemporary Debate: Nationalism vs. Globalism 
In recent years, the debate between nationalism and globalism has emerged as a central theme in 
contemporary political discourse, shaping both domestic policies and international relations. This 
section provides an in-depth analysis of the ideological clash between nationalism and globalism, 
exploring their origins, characteristics, and political implications. 

1. Analysis of the Ideological Divide Between Nationalism and Globalism: Nationalism 
and globalism represent two contrasting ideological perspectives that have gained 
prominence in the political landscape. Nationalism is characterized by a strong emphasis 
on national identity, sovereignty, and independence, often accompanied by a distrust of 
international institutions and a desire to prioritize national interests over global concerns 
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(Smith, 2013). On the other hand, globalism emphasizes interconnectedness, cooperation, 
and shared governance, advocating for international cooperation to address global 
challenges such as climate change, economic inequality, and pandemics (Held, 2010). 

The ideological divide between nationalism and globalism has become increasingly pronounced 
in recent years, with nationalist movements gaining ground in many parts of the world. These 
movements often advocate for protectionist policies, tighter immigration controls, and a more 
assertive stance on national sovereignty (Mudde, 2019). In contrast, globalist initiatives seek to 
promote multilateralism, free trade, and international cooperation as a means of addressing 
global challenges (Hirst & Thompson, 1999). 

2. Key Arguments and Perspectives from Both Sides: The debate between nationalism 
and globalism encompasses a range of key arguments and perspectives from both sides of 
the ideological divide. Nationalists argue that prioritizing national interests is essential for 
protecting domestic industries, preserving cultural identity, and ensuring national security 
(Fukuyama, 2018). They often frame globalism as a threat to national sovereignty and 
argue that international institutions undermine the ability of nation-states to govern 
themselves effectively (Betz, 2017). 

Globalists, on the other hand, argue that international cooperation is necessary to address 
pressing global challenges such as climate change, economic inequality, and pandemics (Held, 
2010). They emphasize the benefits of free trade, open borders, and shared governance, arguing 
that these policies promote economic growth, cultural exchange, and international stability 
(Rodrik, 2011). Globalists also argue that nationalism can lead to conflict and isolationism, 
undermining the prospects for peace and prosperity on a global scale (Kaldor, 2003). 

3. Political, Economic, and Social Implications of the Debate: The debate between 
nationalism and globalism has far-reaching political, economic, and social implications. 

 Political Implications: The rise of nationalist movements has challenged the existing 
international order, leading to tensions between nation-states and international institutions 
(Mudde, 2019). This has manifested in increased skepticism towards international 
cooperation and a resurgence of protectionist policies in many countries (Betz, 2017). 

 Economic Implications: The rise of nationalism has also had significant economic 
implications, with many nationalist movements advocating for protectionist trade policies 
and tighter immigration controls (Fukuyama, 2018). This has led to increased economic 
uncertainty and volatility in global markets, undermining the prospects for international 
trade and investment (Rodrik, 2011). 

 Social Implications: The debate between nationalism and globalism has also had 
profound social implications, with nationalist movements often targeting ethnic and 
religious minorities (Kaldor, 2003). This has led to increased polarization and social 
unrest in many countries, undermining social cohesion and stability (Smith, 2013). 
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4. Case Studies Illustrating the Clash Between Nationalist and Globalist Agendas: 
Numerous case studies from around the world illustrate the clash between nationalist and 
globalist agendas and the real-world consequences of this ideological divide. 

One notable example is the Brexit referendum in the United Kingdom, where nationalist 
arguments about sovereignty and control over immigration clashed with globalist arguments 
about the benefits of EU membership and free trade (Goodwin & Milazzo, 2017). Similarly, the 
election of Donald Trump as President of the United States was seen as a victory for nationalist 
forces, with Trump's "America First" agenda challenging the principles of globalism and 
international cooperation (Mudde, 2019). 
Challenges and Opportunities 
The debate between nationalism and globalism presents a series of challenges and opportunities 
that have significant implications for international relations and global governance. This section 
examines the complexities of this debate, highlighting the obstacles it poses and the potential 
avenues for cooperation and collaboration. 
1. Examination of the Challenges Posed by the Nationalism vs. Globalism Debate: The clash 
between nationalism and globalism has led to a number of challenges that have reverberated 
across the global political landscape. One of the primary challenges is the erosion of 
international cooperation and the rise of unilateralism. Nationalist movements and leaders often 
prioritize their own country's interests over those of the international community, leading to a 
breakdown in multilateral agreements and institutions. This erosion of cooperation threatens the 
ability of states to effectively address global challenges such as climate change, pandemics, and 
terrorism (Keohane, 2020). 
Another challenge is the rise of protectionist policies and trade barriers. Nationalist governments 
often implement protectionist measures in an effort to shield domestic industries from foreign 
competition. This can lead to trade wars and economic instability, as seen in recent conflicts 
between the United States and China (Baldwin, 2016). 
Furthermore, the nationalism vs. globalism debate has fueled xenophobia and anti-immigrant 
sentiment in many parts of the world. Nationalist rhetoric often demonizes immigrants and 
refugees, portraying them as a threat to national security and cultural identity. This has led to the 
implementation of restrictive immigration policies and the rise of far-right political movements 
(Betts & Collier, 2017). 
2. Opportunities for Finding Common Ground and Promoting Cooperation: Despite the 
challenges posed by the nationalism vs. globalism debate, there are also opportunities for finding 
common ground and promoting cooperation between nationalist and globalist factions. One such 
opportunity lies in the recognition of shared interests and mutual dependencies. While nationalist 
movements often emphasize sovereignty and independence, they also recognize the need for 
cooperation on certain issues such as security and trade. By focusing on areas of shared interest, 
it may be possible to overcome some of the divisions created by the nationalism vs. globalism 
debate (Ikenberry, 2018). 
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Another opportunity for cooperation lies in the strengthening of international institutions and 
agreements. While nationalist movements have criticized international institutions such as the 
United Nations and the European Union, they also rely on these institutions to address common 
challenges such as terrorism and climate change. By reforming and strengthening these 
institutions, it may be possible to build consensus and promote cooperation between nationalist 
and globalist factions (Acharya, 2018). 
3. Potential Consequences of the Outcome of this Debate for International Relations and 
Global Governance: The outcome of the nationalism vs. globalism debate will have significant 
consequences for international relations and global governance. If nationalist movements 
continue to gain momentum, it could lead to a further erosion of international cooperation and an 
increase in conflict and instability. This could have dire consequences for global efforts to 
address pressing challenges such as climate change, pandemics, and nuclear proliferation 
(Zakaria, 2018). 
On the other hand, if globalist initiatives are able to regain momentum, it could lead to a renewed 
commitment to multilateralism and cooperation. This could pave the way for more effective 
global governance structures and a more coordinated approach to addressing global challenges. 
However, this outcome will require a concerted effort to bridge the divide between nationalist 
and globalist factions and build consensus around common goals (Haass, 2019). 
Conclusion 
The debate between nationalism and globalism has profound implications for the future of global 
politics. Throughout this article, we have explored the origins, characteristics, and political 
implications of these two ideologies, examining their impact on domestic policies and 
international relations. In this concluding section, we recap the significance of the nationalism 
vs. globalism debate and offer final thoughts on its implications for the future of global politics. 
Recap of the Significance of the Nationalism vs. Globalism Debate: The nationalism vs. 
globalism debate represents a fundamental ideological divide that has emerged as a central theme 
in contemporary political discourse. Nationalism, with its emphasis on national sovereignty, 
identity, and independence, has gained traction in many parts of the world, leading to the rise of 
populist leaders and movements advocating for protectionist policies and tighter borders. 
Globalism, on the other hand, emphasizes interconnectedness, cooperation, and shared 
governance, seeking to address global challenges through multilateralism and collective action. 
Throughout this article, we have examined the key arguments and perspectives of both 
nationalist and globalist ideologies, highlighting their divergent views on issues such as 
immigration, trade, and international cooperation. We have explored the political, economic, and 
social implications of this debate, including its impact on domestic politics, international 
relations, and global governance structures. 
Final Thoughts on the Future of Global Politics in Light of this Debate: The nationalism vs. 
globalism debate will continue to shape the future of global politics in significant ways. As 
nationalist movements challenge the existing international order, globalist initiatives are seeking 
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to promote multilateralism and global cooperation in response to pressing global challenges such 
as climate change, pandemics, and economic inequality. 
While the debate between nationalism and globalism may appear polarized, there are 
opportunities for finding common ground and promoting cooperation between the two 
ideological camps. It is imperative for policymakers, scholars, and global leaders to recognize 
the complexities of this debate and work towards inclusive solutions that address the legitimate 
concerns of both nationalist and globalist perspectives. 
In conclusion, the nationalism vs. globalism debate is not just an ideological clash but a defining 
moment in the evolution of global politics. The outcome of this debate will have far-reaching 
consequences for international relations, global governance, and the future of our interconnected 
world. It is essential to engage in constructive dialogue and seek pragmatic solutions that balance 
the competing interests of nationalism and globalism in order to build a more stable, prosperous, 
and peaceful world for future generations. 
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